
[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.png]




















23 November 2010

Comments on the review and strengthening of the operation of the Basel Convention regional and coordinating centers, as requested in OEWG decision VII/2.

1. The Basel Convention regional and coordinating centres have an important role to play in providing supporting services to the Parties in their region, in line with their original set-up according to Decisions VI/3 and VI/4. As key elements of the Basel Convention array of regional capacity building tools, they should be able to perform their function effectively and efficiently, thus contributing to a regional knowledge multiplicator effect which cannot be obtained through any other means.

2. The European Union and its Member States considers that the review and strengthening of the operation of these centres should be a concern to all Parties. The EU is willing to contribute to this process.

3. We considered that the preparatory materials of the review process, as presented to the OEWG7 in May 2010, were in themselves insufficient to address all aspects of this process. The materials indicated the difficulties that some centres face, and that the centres had a differing level of competence and achievement, pointing to a need for an approach that was sufficiently differentiated to address the problems of each of the centres correctly. However, the materials presented were merely a generic set of actions (UNEP/CHW/OEWG/7/INF/4, pp. 3-8), without detailed objectives nor priorities or costings. The EU offered its services for discussing this matter more in-depth during the OEWG7 but time was not available.

4. The core elements for a work plan for strengthening the centres are well presented by the delegation of Mexico in its comments of 12 April 2010 (UNEP/CHW/OEWG/7/INF/4/Add.1 pp. 9-16, summarised here as:

A. WORK PLAN FOR STRENGHTENING CENTRES

I. Strengthening of capacity – including staff training, courses for officials, inventories and coordination;

II. Building on the synergies process 

III. Providing assistance on ESM of regional priority waste streams

IV. Compiling and maintaining information sources

V. Dissemination of information and awareness raising

B. BASIC FUNCTIONS: DETAILED LIST

C. FRAMEWORK PROJECT FOR FINANCIAL SELF-SUFFICIENCY

D. OWN SET OF INDICATORS

5. We consider that the Mexican proposals form a good basis, after further elaboration to render the elements still more specific, for a proposal to COP 10. It is important that a common framework is established for the review and strengthening of all the BCRCs, but that its application is then also ‘tailor-made’ to the needs and opportunities existing in the various regions. This will require a strong (re-)involvement of the regional partner countries of the centres. It can thus be envisaged that COP 10 only decides on the common framework and then makes arrangements for the completion of the the review process for each of the BCRCs.
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